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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 



Eulr in the put iDinraer ii b«carao ibe gensial conviciion of iha officcrt utd memben of 
the SocoDdPresbfierianCbDrchofNair Alban; thitli wu ibeirdui; to make a conuibation 
io ibo avangelical initruineiitdiliea of the city. The Lord had ereally pioapered (bam in 
f[iving large acceaaiona Id theii Dumbera, and increaae of their meaoa. Tbe popolalioa of tbe 
place iraa BnlarEJae beyond tbe meaiure of church accammodatioa. An entirely new anbiiTb 
it) the Dorlh-aaal aectioa waa rapidly fillinn up, in which there waa no houae of worahip. An 
eliffibte lot in that quarter had receuUy been donated Io ibem by the lieita of ttie late Jodiia 
Conner, in rulGllmetit of an intaniiaQ of ibeir venerable bther. The money waa promptly 
•ubaciitied to build a houae upon Ihia tot, and ila erection ai ooM bcKun. As the completion 
drew nitcb, tbe Poator aod Sasaion made eppliealian la the Preabylery for tbe appointment of 
a Commillee to eonalitute a new church of aucb of Ibeir membera aa miflhl Tolunlear foi 
that porpoae. Up to thia time ii waa not known wbo wonld ofiet IbemselTea for Ifaia enter* 
priae, with the exception of one or two persona who bad early agreed to lead in it. A nalnral 
Teloctance was fell by the membera to leava the fellowabip with which they were so pleaa- 
•nily connecled, and the paalor under whose minialration ibey were ailtion. Tbe obli([at)on 
ortbe church u> colonize was obviooa enough, but not ao the obligation of any particnlai 
persona to go off in execution of the enterprise. Necessarily it was left to indiridual aenes of 
daty. On llu oTening of Monday, the 31at of Oetaber. a mealing waa called in the leelure 
room of tboae who were willing to unite in the organization ol ■ colony church, at which 
time twenly-four persona, meinbers of the second church, (ten malsi and fourteen females) 
ofiered IhemaalTcs; who haying received proper certificatea of dlemiwion were Iberenpcm 
formally conetituled a aeparale church, under the name of " Tbe Third Presbyterian Church 
of New Albany." It appearine in the course of the week that these brethren would not 
occupy the new houae on the following Sabballf, ai wu expected, Ibe pastor look occnsioD 
to piepare aod preach the following discourse before the whole body as they Horehipped 
together tor ihe laat time before their aeparalion. The intereat awakened by its delivery, 
under the circumelances, was such, thai ils publication waa called for by the memben. 
Though a haaty prodoetion, prepared on the spar of the occasion to improve an uneipocied 
of^rlUDhy, the paalor consented, with the hope that it might coniribute to perpetuate the 
happy leetinga under which the division had taken place, and to sttengihea the bond of 
union between tbe two churcbea in lime to come. 

:b\ 
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DISCOURSE. 



Gen. 32; Vi. "1 am nai wortbr of tb« Uut of all (b« mer^M, vkA. oI x\ ths Irnlh, which 
Oiou but shewed uglo Lby lenftnl : for with my lUff I puaed onr ihi* Jotclkn, and now I 

am becoms iwa bundB." 

The interesting story of the patriarch Jacob Is familiar to you all. 
He was a remarkable man, not ao much ia his native attributes, or 
even the historic iDcidents of his life, as in his peculiar relations to 
the Divine plan. He was a chosen vessel of mercy. He was made 
remarkable in the soverign election of God, both by mercies directed 
to him as their object, and by him, as an instmment, to the human 
race. There are a few men, as there are a few events, in hlatcHy, 
which become more conapicuoua with the advance of time. Their 
importance in the great system of Providence — their relations to the 
general interests of the race — come to be seen only as the system 
of Providence is more fiilly unfolded, and the story of the race ia 
studied in a vrider reach of history. When in thought we transfer 
ourselves back many ages in the past, and follow Jacob throngh the 
interesting incidents of his life, we are astonished at the Divine con- 
descension in BO leading him by the hand, and we admire him as 
the hero of a charming story. But looking up to him from our 
present point, low down In the course of ages, we more admire the 
goodness and wisdom of God in choosing him aa an instmment of 
blessing the world; and we think of Jacob not chiefly as blessed, 
but as one in whom "all the families of the earth are blessed." 

Twenty years previous to the time that we now find him on the 
banks of the Jaabbok, he went out an ezile from his father's hoosev 
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hia nstaral home, in consequence ot domestic variance. ' He de- 
parted withont so mach ae a single attendant, and entirely onpro- 
Tided — upon a journey of more than four hundred miles through a 
frild (utd inhospitable region — a journey that would have been 
ibrmidable from the length and dangers of it in the most favorable 
circumstances. His destitate condition is expressed by his simple 
language "With my staff I passed over this Jordan." Nothing could 
be more desolate or unpromising than Jacob's condition at that time. 
Leaving his natural friends and protectors ; entering upon the wide 
and dangerous world; his only possession the staff which supported 
faim in Ms flight ; oppressed in his spirit, and compelled to seek 
fiom the Invisible that suecor which failed him among all things 
visible. But now after twenty years, we find him approaching this 
■ame Jordan, returning to his kindred with the retinue of a prince, 
having "oxen and asses, and flocks, and men-servants, and women- 
Bervants," and wives and children. So numerous were his posses- 
sions, and so large the company of his retainers, that for conveni- 
ence and security, in view of the dangers of the route, it became 
aeoesBary to divide them into two bands. " With my sU^ I passed 
aver this Jordan, and now I am become two bands." Though he went 
forth alone, he took resources with him in the favor and promise of 
Jehovah. At his very going out, in the darkest hour of his history, 
the Lord met him, and renewed with him the covenant which 
he had before made with his father Isaac, and his grandfather 
Abraham, and engaged to bring him back to his native land and 
bis father's boose in peace. And as be now contemplates the proofs 
of God's futhfiilness and favor in the two bands (each of them 
wwthy of an oriental chief) that acknowledged him as prince, hia 
heart is affected with the sight, and he gives expression in the words 
of the text, "/ am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of 
ail the troth, which thou hast shewed unto ihy servant." He calls all 
his prosperity by the name of "mercies." His dehverances, his suc- 
cessful accomulations of property, his wives, his children, his 
honors, his power, were all mercies from God, things of which he 
was entireiy unworthy. And he calls them "truth," i. e. they were 
given according to promise, in covenant faithfulness; and be was 
not worthy that God should do for him, just as he had promised 
he wonld do. "And Jacob s^d, 'O God of my father Abraham 
and God of my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me, return 
unto thy conntiy and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee; 
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f am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth 
which thou bast ahewed unto thy eervant ; for with my etaff I passed 
over this Jordan, and now I am become two bands.'" 

There is that, brethren, in our circumatancea thia day, which 
renders the lang^iiage of the patriarch appropriate to ourselves as 
a church, and draws from his caae materiala for our own ini-truction. 
We are now "become two bands." Two churches, that have 
hitherto been one, are worahipplng together this day for the first 
and last time ere they separate to their respective fields. Since 
the last Sabbath, a portion of your number have solemnly cove- 
nanted to walk tog:ether, and labor together, as a separate church 
of Jesus Christ, and henceforth will not form a conatituent part 
of thia congregation. There are some present, I doubt not, who, 
aa they remember the origin of thia church and review its history 
in thought, feel the significaQce of the language " With my staff I 
passed over this Jordan, and now I am become two banda." And 
I trust also, the swelling of humble gratitude prompts them to ex- 
claim with the venerable Jacob, "We are not worthy of the least of 
all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto 
thy servants." God's favor and faithfulness have been so conspic- 
uous in the histoiy of this church, that it would be an obvious incon- 
sistency not to commemorate them on auch an occasion. And the 
occurrence itself is of so pregnant a character — not perhaps as 
estimated by sense but as viewed by faith — that it well deserves to 
arrest our attention. 

In the consideration of thia sut^ject we are called to apeak— 

]. — Of Wbakkess. — 

The tiistory which Jacob reviews in the text was most unprom- 
ising in its beginning. He had come out from his home poor and 
friendless. An unknown land, a strange people, untried scenes, 
and a darkly curtained future were before him. He had nothing 
to encourage him but the presence of God. Every thing was dai^ 
to sight. He could only advance by faith. But taking hold of the 
covenant he went courageously forward. 

Sixteen years since thia church began its distinctive lustory, 
with little that was promising or inviting in human judgment. The 
feeble band came out from the parent church under the inflaence 
of domestic alienation, bringing with them little else bat faith in 
God and devotion to principle. They were mostly poor in this 
world's goods, but some of them, we believe, were rich ii| faith ant} 
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heirs of the promises. They brought with them little social influ- 
ence. They had none of that prestige, whose power is felt in 
churches as in all other societes. All this they left behind. They 
were viewed as ao iusignificant band, not so much for number as 
position; and little was anticipated for them but a straggling ex- 
istence. They had nothing visible to show which could justify the 
expectation of a career of prosperity. "With their staff they went 
over this Jordan." And as Jacob, under a sense of his weakness, 
began his journey by erecting a pillar at Bethel and formally con- 
secrated himself to Jehovah, "taking the Lord to be his God," and 
invoking his blessing, bo this church, immediately on their exodas, 
(as I find by the record) observed a day of special fasting and prayer, 
devoting themselves anew to the service of the Lord, solemnly 
taking Him to be their God, and Imploring his guidance and bless- 
ing in all their way. And we can easily conceive that it was, as 
the minute reads, "a season of interest to those that waited on the 
Lord." There are those present this morning who well remember 
the day at "Luz," and the vows then made before the Lord. 
But It is our privilege to speak — 
3, — Of Strength. — 

The mercy of God was most signaUy manifest in the condition of 
Jacob returning as contrasted with Jacob going out. "With my 
staff I passed over this Jordan and now I am become two bands." 
It was the result of the Divine favor, it was God's blessing upon 
him. It did not come by natural means merely, through his pru- 
dence and industry. It was undeserved, and unexpected even by 
hia faith. He trusted in the Lord, and the Lord rewarded his faith. 
Jacob clave unto God, and He who"setteth the solitary in families" 
surrounded Jacob with children and flocks. 

The history of this church hitherto is equally significant of the 
divine blessing. It went out a small band, poor and depreaaed. 
But it went out trusting in God, and God has manifested his favor 
for it in a remarkable manner; and to-day it is "two bands;" not 
divided by strife or alienation, but separated in love. Every step 
and turn in its history has been attended with striking tokens of 
Divine favor. It has waxed strong unexpectedly each year. Crises 
that threatened it with disasters have been over-ruled for its pros- 
perity. The spirit of the Lord has been poured out upon it repeals 
edly, eind multitudes have been added by conversion from the world. 
Multitudes of others from churches abroad and at home have nnited 
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themselves with its iutereste, belleviog "that God is in them of a 
truth." At this time, after all the removals and deaths, and dimi- 
nntions that spring from the various causes of change incident to 
human society, it mimbers over three hundred members. It has 
been blessed with a good measure of that spirit of "love one to 
another," which the great Head of the church has enjoined upon His 
disciples, and which he alone can give them. The Lord has ^ven 
it for ofBcers, wise, prudent, godly, and faithiul men. Each suc- 
ceeding pastor has brought some spiritual gifl. Although its several 
successive mininisters have differed in their gifla and characteristics, 
yet something has been added by each one in his turn to the spiritual 
wealth of the church, in a striking manner. And the last and least 
worthy of them all, indeed not worthy to be a servant of Christ, haa 
not been sent, we trust, entirely in vain or without advantage. 
While God has watered the church with spiritual influences, 
renewing their strength, reviving from time to time their graces, 
and converting sinners, through their instrumentality," he has like- 
wise added largely to their pecuniary strength, and given them a 
greatly increased power of influence in all the avenues of life. Ifs 
liberal minded members have generally been prospered in their 
business. And this beautiful and costly structure, in which we are 
worshipping this morning, is an unconscious expression both of the 
public spirit and the pecuniary resources, which God has bestowed 
upon this church. And now we think we can say that it exerts an 
influence for good in all the different walks of business and social 
Ufe, equal to that of any church in the city; an influence which, 
though far from being all that it should be, is yet, on the whole, 
Christian, scriptural, conservatiTe. 

We say not these things in the way of boasting, but we bring 
them to your attention as facts calling for grateful acknowledgment. 
We do it, that like Jacob we may as a church bow ourselves before 
the Most High and say in the sincerity of our hearts, "We are not 
worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which 
thou hast shewed unto thy servants." 

These particulars of prosperity are not to be viewed as the natural 
results of any superior merit in the church— its members, officers, 
or ministers. They are God's distinguishing mercies to the cbtu^. 
They are God's faithfuhtess to his promises. The church has trusted 
in the Lord, followed his counsels, relied upon his covenant ; and 
God has done, just as he always does, "shewed truth" unto his ser- 



by Google 



vaats — remembered to do joat ae he said he would do. And here, 
brethreD, let ns set op our E^benezer, for '^hiiherto hath the Lard 
kdped us." 
And now let me speak — 

3, OV IHE DlVIKOll. — 

"And now I am become two bands." Jacob "divided the people 
tiiat was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels into 
two bandB," from considerationB of pradence and expediency. It 
was not that he had lost Ms attachment to one part of his family, 
or had lost his value for one part of his possessions. He acted 
from a regard to the interests of the whole. He was identified with 
each. Each band was equally dear to Mm, equally related to him. 
His lemgaage espresses this ; "and now / am become two bands ;" 
each was of Jacob, and Jacob was in each. 

The immediate occasion of the division was in the apprehension 
of danger from the wrath of Esau. Yet the necessity for that step 
grew out of his very prosperity. It lay in the fact that his house- 
hold and possessions had now become too nnmeroas to be managed 
successflilly, under ihe circumstances, in one band. It is a necessity 
felt by all large and wealthy caravans traveling the desert, in view 
of attacks &om robbers. Had hia possessions been smaller and 
his retainers fewer in number, the opportunity for snch a polity 
would not have existed. 

In like manner, the separation of this church into two bands is 
not because of a division of interests, much less by opposition of 
interests. We thank Giod that it is not brought about by variances, 
or emulations, or strifes. We thank God that the language of the 
patriarch can be truly accommodated to ourselves, and we can say 
"Wevc-Atwo bands;" that though two we are one; that the unity 
and commimity of the body are not lost in the act or by the spirit 
of the division. We thank God that though separated into two 
bands, it is two bands of brethren — that each is of J acob and Jacob 
is in each. 

Is it asked, then why the division? Why not remain together 
in one body? I answer, because God has so greatly prospered 
and enlai^ed us that it is become expedient for the spiritual 
interests of the whole and all its parts to divide the body. I 
answer again, because by a division we can hope to accomplish 
more in behalf of the great otgect for which God has established 
a church in the world emd has so greatly prospered Jhis particular 
congregation. 
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I. I say it is expedif^nt for the spiritual interests of the whole 
body that it be divided into two bands, A church that is Ml and 
complete is exposed to peculiar perils, such as pride, spiritual 
sloth, worldly-mindednesa. It is ordinarily less able to contend 
against the spirit of the world and the devil. The Christian graces 
require to be constantly exercised in order to their being kept 
polished and vigorous ; and Christian men, like natural men, often 
need the spur of necessity to arouse their energies and keep 
their faculties in action. It is while a church is seeking to enlarge 
herself and fill np her vacant ranks— while the common burden ia 
yet enough to require every member to stand up in his place, and 
individual responsibility is realized, that usually the best type of 
piety and the most public spirit are witnessed. It is then that some- 
thing is found for all to do who have any disposition to work. A 
full church gives opportunity lor too many drones — and so long as 
there is a place for drtmea, drones will be made. The Christian 
man, or the Christian church, that loses the active aggressive atti- 
tude, declines much in the tone and vigor of piety. Religion in its 
nature is not private, selfish, or exclusive, but public spirited and 
benevolent. The Christian lUb is chieHy in the doing good after 
the manner of Christ. If it suspends its active benevolence; if it 
ceases to look out for other's interests, and confines itself to ploming 
its own feathers, to dressing its own graces, it languishes at once. 
This division then is expedient because it gives more work tor the 
hands of all our members ; because it sets open a wide field for the 
development of Christian benevolence and the active graces. 

2. But again. More can be accomplished by the body divided 
in the furtherance of the great object for which God has established 
a church in the earth. And here, I trust, has been found the chief 
consideration that has induced the division. We think we can do 
more in two bands for the glory of God and the salvation of souls. 
God is ^ving great prosperity to this city. He is sending in a lairge 
population. He is enlar^ng its business. Opportunities for money- 
getting, and success in money-getting, are having their natural in- 
fluence to stimulate covetousness and selfishnesss, and to give 
the world increased power over the habits and the souls of the 
people. But this people and this prosperity, and all the growing 
business and wealth of this community, must be sanctified to the 
Lord. To secure this end is the great work before the churches of 
Jesus Christ in this city. They must multiply their points of 
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contact and influence with the public. They must increase their 
enterpiiee and activity, individual and coUecUve. They must give 
theniBelvea more wholly to the work. Aa one of the chiurches 
placed amidst these responaibilities, we wish to be found faithiul. 
By separating into two bands we hope to do more good. We ca.D 
spread the gospel over a larger surface ; we can find more points 
of contact vrith the public coniscieace and do more towards bring- 
ing it into the obedience of the gospel. Is it said it will require 
more labor and time to carry on two charchea with separate ma- 
clraiery? Well, our hands and our hearts, and all our faculties 
are the Lord's, given us to do good with, and he demands a right 
use of them. Is it said it will cost more money to sustain two 
separate churches? Well, all the money is the Lord's, and lie 
has given it to his people for gospel ends. Such are the legiti- 
mate uses for which God, in hia good providence, gave being to 
money — more legitimate even than to make roada and bridges 
and sustain government. No man can withhold money &om such 
uses without sinning against God and robbing him of his own. 
And 1 may add, there Is no such wise economy of labor and 
capital, in view of all the interests of the city, as their applica- 
tion, in the largest measure necessary, to the sustentadon of all 
the machinery of evangeUcal Christianity. 

We reply, then, to the inquiry, why this division of the church 
when this houee will hold aU that belong to us, that we divide 
to promote the aanctilication of our members by promoting their 
activity; we divide with the aim to bleaa the city in which we 
dwell by doing more to sanctify its beating heart to the Ijord, 
and to secure the conversion of the thronging multitudes that are 
hasting to the judgment of the great day. It is not enough that 
our pews are occupied and that our own famihes are furnished 
with full gospel privileges, when there are so many outside un- 
provided with the same, and every week ia bringing into the city 
more families for whom church accommodation is required. We 
divide that room may be made in this house for some of them 
to whom it will be convenient to worship here ; and that another 
sanctuary may be opened which we trust will soon be filled with 
earnest worshippers, who love the gospel, and caft appreciate the 
consistent doctrines and scriptural order of our Presbyterian 
church. And with the blessing of God upon this enterprise, and 
his continued favor to this church, we trust the time is not far 
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^atant when we shall be able to make another contribution to 
the religious want3 of the city, and we become three band=i inetead 
of two. 

We come now to speak — 

4. Of Fsaybk. — 

The circumstances that gave occasion to the separation of 
Jacob's household and flocks into two bands, led him to resort to 
earnest protracted prayer. He did not rest satislied with the adop- 
tion of a prudent policy. He looked to Clod for succor. He knew 
that his best policy was to put his case into God's hands. With his 
language of thanksgiving to the Lord for his wealth, he united the 
expression of his consciousness that his prosperity was liable to be 
subverted in a day; and that he who gave must also preserve. It 
would seem that Jacob spent a considerable part of the night pre- 
vious to his meeting Esau in earnest supplication; and he received 
an immediate and abundant recompense. God heard his prayers. 
The dangers presently vanished. His enemies were made to be at 
peace with him, and he advanced in security to his journey's end. 

And now, brethren, this time should be an occasion of much 
prayer arid supplication in the spirit on the part of us all. We 
are two bands, and each has peculiar exigencies to meet, and each 
needs succor from the Lord who has hitherto helped. We that re- 
m^n need grace that we niay unselfishly part with those who go 
out; that we may rejoice in the sacrifice we make of dear brethren 
for Christ's sake ; and that in parting with those who have hitherto 
helped ua with their labors and prayers we may not be too much 
weakened for the service of the gospel. And you that go out need 
grace that you may cheerfully enter on your mission of love, and be 
qualified by the power of the Holy Ghost for your service, and that 
jou may be rewarded by a large ingathering to Christ. 

Be assured, brethren, that in extending our sphere of aggression 
on the kingdom of darkness, the sphere of resistance and reaction 
against us will also be extended. The Prince of this world will not 
look passively on our movements. His malignity will he excited 
against us, and his resources rallied to our injury. Be assured, 
brethren, that in this special enterprise for the cause of Christ, we 
shall need the special protection and favor of Heaven ; and we 
should be conscious of the fact. In every warfare, the occasions of 
peculiar service to the cause for which men fight, are the occasions 
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of pecoliar peril. And we have every reason to believe that in 
religion, the great advances in personal holiness, and the great 
services of the church for Christ, are connected with great conflicts 
with Satan, and tcith all the perils that an assault by so mighty and 
8o subtile and so malignant an adversary connot fail to carry. Let 
then, dear brethren, this be a time of prayer with us all, that the 
great Head of die church would have us in his keeping; that he 
woold save as while we serve him. Let our prayers be of that 
wrestling kind which shall prevail. The God of Jacob will even 
now suffer himself to be overcome by his praying people, and "no 
good thing will he withhold from them." He will arm them for the 
conHicts that await them. The greatness of their extremity will 
be but the occasion of the more signal display of his power and 
iove in their snpport and deliverance ; and they shall certainly 
prove "moi^e than conquerer through him that loved them," 



And now let me add some further remarks by way of improve- 
inent of this subject and occasion: 

1, We must not fail distinctly to observe the evidence with 
which we are favored of God's faithflilness to his covenant engage- 
ments, and the encouragement hence given for men always to trust 
in the Lord. We have seen this illustrated in the history of Jacob. 
God made large promises to him. But he did all he promised — 
moFe than his servant expected. Jacob never looked to him for 
oounsel, for deliverance, for a blessing, and plead the covenant 
but Jehovah heard him, and granted his desire. So strikingly is 
this illustrated in all his history, that "the God of Jacob" has passed 
into a proverb for a covenant keeping God. We have seen the 
same thing illustrated in the history of this church. Every period 
of particular advance and prosperity has been accompanied by a 
general laying hold upon the promises, a pleading with Him "for 
His mercy and His truth's sake." And the blessing has ever been 
greater than the faith of his people in asking. Thus it is always. 
The case has never occurred of an individual that believed God, 
and entered into covenant with him as Jacob did, and then walked 
by that covenant as Jacob did, who found him to fail in one particu- 



by Google 



lar. And why should it not be so. Our God ia unchanfeable, and 
his word cannot fail. 

"Engraved m in eternal brasa 

The mighty promiae Hhioea, 
Nor can the powers of darkneaa rize 

Those everioBting iines, 
Hia word of grace is sure and atroD^ 

As that which built the slfiea; 
The voice thai rolls the slarB along 

Speaks nil the promiaes." — [Watts.! 

"Those that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which can- 
not be removed, bat abideth forever. As the mountains are round 
about Jerusalem, eo the Lord Ib round about his people from 
henceforth even forever." My hearera take him for your God, 
and trust in him. This God of Jacob will be your God if you 
will accept him. Take him. You will find him a never f^lng 
refuge in time of trouble. 

And, dear brethren, let our past experience of his faithfulness 
encourage us to use him still further. Has he heard our prayera in 
time past for the out-pouring of hia spirit, and bleased ua with 
salvation, and shall we doubt him in time to come or hesitate to 
call upon him again? 

2. Let ua admire the wisdom of God in the way he fulfills his 
eternal purposea of mercy towarda hia chosen people. Jacob'a 
prosperity was preceded by tC term of weakness and distress. And 
who can doubt that the exile of Jacob trom his father's house, hia 
solitary flight, his oppression of spirit, were necessary and wise 
proceasea of fitting him for his future enlargement. While God's 
scheme waa antecedent and independent of Jacob's faith and obe- 
dience, yet it involved just that faith and obedience. God would 
bestow unprecedented blessings upon Jacob, but it should be upon 
Jacob trusting and submissive. And how manifest is it that hia 
diatresa at the beginning brought him to that humble position 
before God necessary to hia proaperity. If Jacob had been a con- 
verted man before the night at Luz (which may he doubted) cer- 
tainly the consecration of himself to God became more positive, 
and an advance waa given to hia aanctification which was needed 
to prepare him for the more striking mercies of Providence. His 
subsequent trials all contribute to the same result. And now Jacob 
could receive children and flocks and servants and honors, and 
bear them thankfully and humbly, and give God the glory. Giod 
firat chose Jacob; then cleansed the vessel; then filled it with his 
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